
16th Feb 2022  

I brought in a wooden sculpture that I inherited from my Mum. I found out later that my son 

used to not want to watch TV at my Mum’s house because he was frightened of this  

“Bird” that stood on the TV. - looking at it now I’m not surprised.   

I also brought it in because I thought if the children were using clay 

it would be good to have some examples of 3D objects or 

sculptures as reference. I didn’t quite expect how it  

would be used but that was very interesting in itself.   

H: It’s a crocodile and I can see how H sees that can’t you? 

Another child (sorry can’t remember who) : A pecky bird   

H

: 

  Is it a bird?   

L:  What’s he called? Beautiful bird?  
A

: 

 What is it?   
Me:  What do you think?  
A

: 

 I think it’s a dinosaur, but it has 2 wings  
Me:  I wonder what it eats?  
A

: 

 I think it eats leaves, like a giraffe 
A

: 

 A turtle   
Listening to all these children’s responses don’t you think it’s easy  
to see where their ideas come from for their answers here?   
Then some children, particularly   



T and H and A started to place bits of clay onto the sculpture. They placed them very 

carefully into very specific places and all of them spent quite a lot of time at this table 

doing that and indeed returned several times to carry on, especially A and H   

 

It’s fascinating what’s going on here. Multiple things I imagine - exploring the 3 

dimensionality of the object so e.g. when I draw something it helps me see, some 

mathematical patterning? exploring and discovering the space? covering/enveloping? Any 

other ideas? The feet got covered too at one point.  

  



 

  

Part of what was happening reminded me of when children use pens to what looks like 

‘scribble’ over a drawing or photo of a face or some eyes but in fact I don’t think they are 

erasing it they are maybe connecting to it? Colouring it in?  

  

H: Eyes, more hair. He was pointing to my hair 

and I thought he was commenting on my hair 

but I then realised that maybe he was 

connecting my hair to him placing more clay on 

the ‘spiky’ hair crown of the bird    

Other things were used to explore the space  

and 3D ness of the bird. I had brought in a little  

bird model and look what happened which must have been very satisfying - I would have 

like to have put that there. Plus, spot the tail extension. Like the little bird I also had some 

feathers and some children made separate things using the clay and feathers.   

  



 

   

  

And then one child did make their 

own version - In some ways I didn’t 

want this to be the last image here 

because it’s like finishing off with a 

child’s representational drawing of a 

face that we, as adults can’t help to 

be attracted to- and I think it’s 

important to try and pull ourselves 

away from that obvious attraction 

because look what else happened in 

this session which is as attractive and 

I think important. So in my own 

hypocritical way I am still posting  

This as the last image but not as a statement of what I think  

should happen but what can, and all the surprises of the other things that contributed to 

this session too. Ooh I nearly missed a bit M really loved rolling the clay and then seeing it 

wobble as he moved it.  


